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CIVIL SOCIETY COALITION ON human rights in Manipur AND THE UN

PRESS RELEASE
Imphal, 2nd May, 2013

CSCHR SUBMITS FINAL MEMORANDUM TO UNSRVAW DURING HER MISSION TO
INDIA – RASHIDA MANJOO HIGHLIGHTS HER CONCERNS ABOUT CONFLICT
FROM HER VISIT TO MANIPUR IN NORTH EAST REGION DURING PRESS
CONFERENCE IN NEW DELHI

CSCHR submitted a comprehensive memorandum to the UNSRVAW. The memorandum,
“Manipur: Perils of War and Womanhood” was also endorsed by other civil society organisations
such as Women Action in Development (WAD), All Manipur Women’s Voluntary Association
(AMAWOVA), Human to Humane Transcultural Centre for Torture and Trauma (H2H), EREIMA
Gender Empowerment & Resource Centre (EGERC), Kuki Women Union Manipur (KWUM), Punsi
Lambi Sindam Sinnai Shang (PLSSS), Wide Angle, and Women in Governance, Manipur.

“Manipur: Perils of War and Womanhood” focuses on an abnormal situation that manifests as
escalating violence against indigenous women in Manipur, individually as well as in groups. The
situation, in its most common denominator is termed war or armed conflict. The gradual (or
sometimes rapid) disintegration of order typically in a severely troubled society has led to the
inexorable descent into political and criminal public violence.

Human rights violations by security forces and special police commandos engaged in counter-
insurgency operations in Manipur state have occurred with regularity over the last six decades.
Armed non-state agencies (NSAs) have been reported or alleged to also commit widespread human
rights abuses. According to the police, nearly 3,000 civilians have died in the conflict since 1990. At
least 1,500 militants and more than 1,000 members of the security forces have also been killed.
According to unofficial sources, more than 20,000 people may have died due to violence since the
conflict began in the 1950s. These statistics do not include a large number of indigenous women in
Manipur who are victims of reported aggressive violence including murder by state forces and
unknown persons in a variety of contexts, specifically protracted incomplete development of large
infrastructure projects, interpersonal and domestic scenarios in a society ruptured by the long
conflict, trafficking and labour migrations, and racially profiled violence. These crimes have largely
occurred uninvestigated or prosecuted. But Manipur, a small state of about 2.8 million people, is
tucked away in the country’s remote North East region. Not much that happens there makes the
national news—unless it is a particularly brutal attack by militants.

The urgency of the issue of violence against indigenous women in Manipur is of gravest concern that
cannot be ignored anymore. Women are in a perpetual state of watchfulness in this chaotic situation.
Domestic violence is on the rise. Manipur ranks 4th in 2005 in incidences of Domestic Violence in
the national statistics and crimes against women in the public domain are on the rise, and yet,
indigenous women are referred to as being relatively of higher status in comparison with mainstream
cultures and societies.
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Existing draconian legislations like the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act of 1958 (AFSPA) aided
by the Disturbed Areas Act (DAA) and the Unlawful Activities (Prevention Act) of 1967 (UAPA)
that was amended twice, with Parliament adopting a third amendment in 2012 to expand the scope of
the definition on “terrorist acts” to include acts that threaten the economic security of India and
extending the period of declaring a ban on organisations from two to five years have institutionalised
impunity, oppress associations that government do not like and endowed sweeping powers to the
police to perpetrate violence with unprecedented ferocity against persons or groups, especially
ethnic, tribal or religious minorities, on a mere claimed accusation or suspicion. In this situation, the
rule of law and the administration of criminal justice have become deviant.

The effects of this sustained violence have left the women more vulnerable to psychosomatic
traumata as well as the traumata of inaccessibility to justice and reparation. The mental health
aspects is totally neglected and counselling centres for the young people needs a sincere call from the
concerned authorities. Community level psychosocial care and traditional support initiatives need to
be taken at the behest of all the women organizations as one can’t wait for the formal systems to
deliver this service.

The memorandum submitted thirty-one (31) recommendations for the attention of UNSRVAW in her
final report to be submitted to the Human Rights Council and the General Assembly of the United
Nations in 2014.

At the end of her official country mission to India, the UN Special Rapporteur on violence against
women, its causes and consequences, Ms. Rashida Manjoo, delivered a Press Statement during press
conference held at the UN Centre in New Delhi on 1st May 2013.

In her statement, she said that despite numerous positive developments, the unfortunate reality is that
the rights of many women in India continue to be violated, with impunity as the norm, according to
many submissions received. Mediation and compensation measures are often used as redress
mechanisms to address cases of violence against women, thus eroding accountability imperatives,
and further fostering norms of impunity.

Violence against women and girls in India, she said, manifests in numerous ways and varies in
prevalence and forms based on numerous factors including geographic location. Some manifestations
include: sexual violence, domestic violence, caste-based discrimination and violence, dowry related
deaths, crimes in the name of honour, witch-hunting, sati, sexual harassment, violence against
lesbian, bisexual, and transgender people, forced and/or early marriages, deprivation of access to
water and basic sanitation, violence against women with disabilities, sexual and reproductive rights
violations, sex selection practices, violence in custodial settings and violence in conflict situations,
among others.

The UN envoy also said that on the issue of conflict-related sexual violence, it is crucial to
acknowledge that these violations are occurring at the hands of both state and non-state actors. The
Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act and the Armed Forces (Jammu and Kashmir) Special Powers
Act (AFSPA) has mostly resulted in impunity for human rights violations broadly, according to
information received. The law protects the armed forces from effective prosecution in non-military
courts for human rights violations committed against civilian women among others, and it allows for
the overriding of due process rights.  Furthermore, in testimonies received, it was clear that the
interpretation and implementation of this act, is eroding fundamental rights and freedoms - including
freedom of movement, association and peaceful assembly, safety and security, dignity and bodily
integrity rights, for women, in Jammu & Kashmir and in the North-Eastern States. Unfortunately in
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the interests of State security, peaceful and legitimate protests often elicit a military response, which
is resulting in both a culture of fear and of resistance within these societies.

Mentioning her visit to Manipur specially, Ms Rashida Manjoo further said, “In consultations in
Manipur, I heard anguished stories from relatives of young women who have disappeared without
trace or who were found dead shortly after going missing. The lack of response from the police is the
norm in such cases, with the attitude being that these are mostly elopement cases. I am deeply
concerned about other consequences of such disappearances of young women, including exposure to
sexual abuse, exploitation or trafficking. More generally, many tribal and indigenous women in the
region are subjected to continued abuse, ill-treatment and acts of physical and sexual violence. They
are denied access to healthcare and other necessary resources, due to the frequency of curfews and
blockades imposed on citizens. Moreover, the chronic underdevelopment prevalent in the region,
coupled with frequent economic blockades, is having an impact on the overall cost of essential items,
and is exacerbating the already vulnerable situation of women and children living in the region.”

Sharing many of her conclusions with the media, the UNSRVAW explicitly said that the
implementation of the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, the Public Safety Act and the National
Security Act, and the Armed Forces (Jammu & Kashmir) Special Powers Act should be repealed as
it perpetuates impunity, and is widely used against Human Rights Defenders; and the impact of
mega-projects on the rights of women should be thoroughly studied, including their impact on tribal
and rural communities, and safeguards should be instituted.

Dr Laifungbam Debabrata Roy
Convenor


