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The Government’s human rights record under review: have your say 

The Universal Periodic Review "has great potential to promote and protect human right in the darkest corners of the world.” 

– Ban Ki-moon, UN Secretary-General 

Every four years the Indian government is subject to a review of its human rights record by the United Nations (UN). This review 

is conducted by the UN Human Rights Council and is called the Universal Periodic Review, or UPR. It provides an important 

opportunity to hold the Indian Government to account for its domestic human rights record. It is a new system of monitoring 

human rights internationally, with the broad aim to improve the human rights situation in the 192 countries of the UN, and address 

violations when they occur. It also provides an opportunity to share human rights best practice around the world and initiate 

national dialogues on human rights. The political significance of the UPR is that countries examine each other’s human rights 

records.   

The UPR is a formal process and nongovernment organisations (NGOs) and others are invited to submit evidence to inform the 

review.  This evidence from the ground could include comments on the Government’s track record as well as highlight gaps in 

protection. The information provided to the UN by independent reliable sources allows for the formulation of smart, relevant and 

time-bound recommendations for the Government on how they should improve the human rights of everyone in India.  

India was among the first group of countries to be examined under this process when it was first introduced in 2008. India was 

given a set of recommendations (the outcome report). India did not submit a midterm report on its response to those.  It will be re-

examined in May 2012, in which progress on the previous recommendations will be considered as well as consideration of other 

or emerging human rights issues. A final report from the UN is due around September/October 2012. 

Any human rights issue can be explored under the UPR. India’s human rights obligations derive from the Charter of the United 

Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the many human rights treaties ratified by India, international humanitarian 

law and any other voluntary pledges and commitments made by India.    

The UPR process is overseen by the UPR working group, which consists of the 47 members of the Human Rights Council, a 

smaller group, consisting of three country representatives called the ‘troika’ which act as rapporteurs and  take written questions 

in advance of the review as well as preparing the report to be submitted to the Human Rights Council.   

Governments report on their own progress towards human rights, identifying where things have gone well and what challenges 

they face. The Government’s report on the human rights situation in India is claimed to include consultation with the voluntary 

sector, and other civil society organisations such as trade unions, to obtain its views on how the Government is progressing human 

rights.  

The UN Office for the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) is the UN body responsible for promoting human 

rights and is also the secretariat for the Human Rights Council. The OHCHR gathers and collates the views of the voluntary and 

community sector and civil society directly, as well as those of National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs) with official 

accreditation at the UN (such as the National Human Rights Commission). The OHCHR also prepares summaries of the ‘Treaty 

Body Concluding Observations’ (see p6) as well as other human rights documents relevant with India. 

India received 18 recommendations in the last review covering a range of human rights issues from reducing child poverty to 

ensuring human rights obligations are met during armed conflict.  

The full report can be found at:  

http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G08/112/43/PDF/G0811243.pdf?OpenElement 

Thirty-seven organisations submitted reports about India. The other submissions came from NHRIs, and 

international/intergovernmental organisations. These can also be found at: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/INSession1.aspx 

- The Indian Government submitted a detailed report on the progress it has made since the first review. The NHRC submitted an 

evidence based assessment on how the Indian Government is meeting its human rights obligations. It is critical for the UN to also 

hear the voices of organisations on the frontline, bringing to light daily experiences of human rights in the country. 
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- Every submission from the voluntary and community sector was collated into a report by the OHCHR, which becomes one of 

the core components of the review. The reports will help states on the council formulate recommendations for human rights 

improvements in India. 

- Any organisation representing the voluntary and community sector (which includes any civil society organisation or NGO) can 

submit their views on India’s human rights performance – highlighting both good and bad practice and bringing to the UN’s 

attention human rights violations or trends that they believe need to be given attention.  

- Once the review is over the voluntary sector has a vital role in continuing to monitor the Government’s progress in improving 

the human rights situation in India and holding it to account. 

• The UPR can only consider issues brought to its attention, either by the Government itself, or the bodies established to 

independently monitor the human rights situation in India (the NHRIs) or by civil society.  It is therefore important that 

human rights issues are exposed to ensure that the UPR review is as thorough as it can be.  

• The NGOs and civil society organisations including human rights defender organisations as people working on the 

ground can shine a spotlight on gaps in protection and tell the human stories behind the issues. 

• Your information is helpful to form the recommendations given to the government by the UN working group.  

• The review happens every 4 years and requires regular monitoring in-between, therefore the sooner NGOs organise 

themselves, the more effective they can be and the better results they are likely to see.   

• Submissions must be in English or any of the other five UN official languages.  

 

There are nine international human rights treaties, 7 of which the Indian government has ratified (ratification means the treaty 

becomes legally binding). Some of these treaties are supplemented with optional protocols (OPs) to address particular issues or to 

include additional  mechanisms; for example, the OP of the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Covenant 

on Civil and Political Rights (which India has not signed up to), allow individuals to make complaints directly to the relevant 

treaty monitoring body.  

Table of India ratification: 

Treaty acronym Name of treaty India 

ratification 

ICERD International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination Yes 

ICCPR International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights Yes 

ICESCR International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights Yes 

CEDAW Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women Yes 

CAT Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 

Punishment 

No 

CRC Convention on the Rights of the Child Yes 

ICRMW  International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and 

Members of Their Families 

No 

CPED International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance  No 

CRPD  Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities  Yes 

ICESCR - OP Optional Protocol of the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights No 

ICCPR-OP1 Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights No 

ICCPR-OP2 Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 

aiming at the abolition of the death penalty 

Yes 

OP-CEDAW Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women No 

OP-CRC-AC Optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of 

children in armed conflict 

Yes 

OP-CRC-SC Optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, 

child prostitution and child pornography 

Yes 

OP-CAT Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 

Degrading Treatment or Punishment 

No 

OP-CRPD  Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities  No 

 


