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Dear Madame,   

The Civil Society Coalition on Human Rights in Manipur and the UN, 
a human rights and civil society organizations’ coalition based in 
Manipur in India’s North East express our deepest appreciations to 
you for your prioritisation of the question of the sale of children, child 
prostitution and child pornography that prevail in India, and extend 
our gratitude to you for your plan of visit to India in April 2012.  
 
We would like to apprise you that in the remote eastern State of 
Manipur and the North East region of India, the question of the sale 
of children, child prostitution and child pornography must be 
considered in the context of a protracted situation of armed conflict 
that has prevailed here since the 50s. The situation that has been 
responded by the government of India with massive military activity 
and operations has led to many serious human rights violations. 
 
Briefly, our concern, within the overarching context of conflict, for the 
rights of our children is premised on several important foundations: 
 
1. Manipur is a province that is chiefly inhabited by extremely 

marginalised indigenous peoples and tribes; 
2. A dominant military establishment and presence for many 

decades, protected by extraordinary laws specifically 
promulgated for Manipur and the region, and operating in a state 
of impunity in the context of combating right to self-determination 
movement of indigenous peoples  

3. Laws, such as the Armed forces (Special Powers) Act of 1958, 
that has led to the so-called ‘disturbed areas’ being under the 
control of a predominantly male personnel belonging to the 
armed forces of the Union of India; 

4. A steadily shrinking civil administrative establishment, institutions 
and agency primarily due to overemphasis on countering 
insurgency movement in Manipur  

5. The large scale of internal displacement due to imposed counter-
insurgency operations, inter-ethnic conflicts, development 
activities and projects; 

6. India’s “Look East Policy” that is poised to link India with 
Southeast Asia and the Far East, with road and rail links being 
developed, and which have the potential for further escalation of 
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child sexual exploitation, especially due to the commodification of girls and young women; 
7. A racial bias to the ethnically distinct groups in Manipur revealed in a growing violence including 

rape and other forms of sexual abuse committed against young women and even the minor girls 
from Manipur and the region living in other parts of mainland India; 

8. A burgeoning number of impoverished families, many of them women headed, unable to access 
proper child education leading to sale of children and trafficking; 

9. A largely invisible commercial sex trade catering to the armed forces personnel, police and 
officers that involves children disproportionately. A survey of commercial sex work conducted in 
2004 at Imphal (the capital city of Manipur) showed that 80% of the sample (149) consisted of 
girl children. 

10. The introduction of governmental schemes for training in hospitality services in the context of 
promoting tourism (main reason being that the features of Manipur children resembling South 
East Asians) in a globalised world without adequate protection after the course of their training 
period. 
 

Therefore, we would like to underscore that the inclusion of Manipur during your imminent country 
visit to India will be highly relevant and timely for the people of Manipur to create a meaningful 
impression on the state authorities, military, law enforcement agencies, judiciary and other stake 
holders and actors. We are confident that your visit to Manipur will have a most positive impact on 
the prevailing situation and exert a very strong impetus to the state authorities to the end of the 
cycle of impunity and seriously address the situation of sale of children, child prostitution and child 
pornography. Such an impact will also positively reflect upon the national government and the whole 
country. The Civil Society Coalition on Human Rights in Manipur and the UN extends a warm 
invitation to you to visit Manipur during the forthcoming country visit to India.   
 
We look forward to a favourable response and also assure you of our fullest cooperation during your 
visit to India and Manipur. 
 
On behalf of the Civil Society Coalition on Human Rights in Manipur and the UN, 
 
 

 
Dr Laifungbam Debabrata Roy 
Convenor 
 

 


