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judicial, summary and arbitrary executions in March 2012 

 

Dear Sir,   

The Civil Society Coalition on Human Rights in Manipur and the UN, 
a human rights and civil society organizations’ coalition based in 
Manipur in India’s North East express our deepest appreciations to 
you for your prioritisation of the question of extra-judicial executions 
that prevail in India, and extend our gratitude to your esteemed 
office for the provisional plan of visit to India in March 2012.  
 
We would like to apprise you that summary executions in fake 
encounters (extra-judicial executions) and arbitrary killings by 
national security forces and the police personnel/officers of India has 
reached alarming proportions in the State of Manipur, which is in a 
non-international armed conflict situation for the past few decades. 
Under the de jure and de facto impunity provided by the emergency 
military legislation called the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, 
1958 (AFSPA), the security forces violate the right to life and access 
to justice and remedy.  
 
The long standing pattern of such violations of the right to life in 
Manipur has been acknowledged by both international human rights 
organizations and the human rights bodies of the United Nations. 
The former UN Special Rapporteurs on extra-judicial executions, Mr. 
Bacre Waly Ndiaye, in 1997 (E/CN.4/1998/68/Add.1, 19 December 
1997), Mr. Philip Alston in 2007 and 2009, and Ms. Asma Jahangir 
in 2004 (E/CN.4/2004/7/Add.1, 24 March 2004) had communicated 
on several cases of extra-judicial execution to the Government of 
India and has indeed come up with several recommendations. 
 
In response to the situation, a phenomenal indigenous community 
institution of women human rights defenders, known as Meira Paibi 
has been strongly resisting the killings and other human rights 
violations, and the longest hunger strike in world of a woman 
prisoner of conscience, Irom Chanu Sharmila (for the last 11 years), 
bears witness to this intolerable situation perpetrated by the state. 
The people of Manipur have been protesting in whatever ways they 
can - from sit-in protests to general strikes, from rallies to mothers’ 
nude protest, from effigy burning to self-immolation for these 
decades. The civil society of India has also spoken out clearly 
against this situation and demanded that this law be repealed.   
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Despite this fact, the killings in fake encounters continue up to date almost on a daily basis. 
Remarkably, in the year 2008-9 about 603 cases of extrajudicial the government security forces and 
about 400 of the killed by unidentified persons and non-state actors were documented by the human 
rights defender organisation in Manipur. In 2009, the reputed national news weekly “Tehelka” had 
exposed a photographic documentation of extra-judicial execution during broad daylight in the 
middle of Imphal, the capital city of Manipur, which resulted in a judicial enquiry as well as an 
enquiry by the Manipur Human Rights Commission. Both these enquiries have not borne any 
tangible results till date.  
 
Reference to the documentation of extra-judicial executions in Manipur has been made in the 
submission to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in 2011 to be considered as a 
joint stakeholders’ report to the second cycle Universal Periodic Review of India by the Human 
Rights Council in May this year. A copy of this submission is attached for your reference. 
                                
Documentation regarding the ongoing extra-judicial execution in Manipur during 2012 is also 
attached for your further attention to this current situation in Manipur.  
 
Therefore, we would like to underscore that the inclusion of Manipur during your imminent country 
visit to India will be highly relevant and timely for the people of Manipur to create a meaningful 
impression on the state authorities, military, law enforcement agencies, judiciary and other stake 
holders and actors. We are confident that your visit to Manipur will have a most positive impact on 
the prevailing situation and exert a very strong impetus to the state authorities to end the 
perpetration of extra-judicial, summary and arbitrary executions in Manipur and contribute to the end 
of the cycle of impunity. Such an impact will also positively reflect upon the national government and 
the whole country. The Civil Society Coalition on Human Rights in Manipur and the UN extends a 
warm invitation to you to visit Manipur during the forthcoming country visit to India.   
 
We look forward to a favourable response and also assure you of our fullest cooperation during your 
visit to India and Manipur. 
 
On behalf of the Civil Society Coalition on Human Rights in Manipur and the UN, 
 
 

 
Dr Laifungbam Debabrata Roy 
Convenor 
 
Attached: 
 

1. Joint Stakeholders’ Report “India: Status of Human Rights in Manipur” submitted to the 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, 28th November 2011 

2. Eight Cases of Extra-judicial Execution, 2012 (Human Rights Initiative) 
3. INDIA_UA-EJE01_Sanasam David _130212 (Centre for Organisation Research & 

Education) 

 


